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'Prabhodh Chandra Begehi suggest that Ganesa was associ-
ated with writing because of a confusion in regard to the word
'Siddhi'. From very ancient times, the Hindu alphabet was called
'Siddham' and the enumeration of the alphabet began with the
word 'Siddhi'. As one of the epithets of Ganes'a is ‘Rifgard——
giver of Success', he believes it to be probable that his associa-
tion with the word gave rise to the legends depicting him as a
scribe.'
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'Bhandarkar is of the opinion that this reputation for wisdom
was born of a confusion between Ganes'a and the Vedic god of
wisdom, Brihaspati, while Rao identifies him with the celestial
Guru Brihaspati himself. It is interesting to note here that
Brihaspati, an important god in the Rigveda is described as car-
rying the axe or 'golden hatchet', an attribute particularly a
scribed to Ganes'a, and that he also was referred to as Ganapati'-
arorer’ [Alice Getty. ]

Coomarswamy attributes his reputation as 'Patron of Letter's
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to the double meaning of the word, Gana, which , besides being
the name of the followers of Siva, is also the 'technical designa-
tion of early lists or collections of related works. [<To1eT’ in
'Bulletin of the Boston Museum of Fine arts'. Vol. XXVI, P. 30,
April 1928. (7morer Alice Getty)]
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