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POLITICAL EVENTS AND
PERCEPTON OF COLLEG
STUDENTS
Kumari Punam Singh,*
College students are regarded as the most sensitive part of
our society it is their characteristics and nature that they perceive the
events around them in right prospective. Though students are instructed,
time and again, not to take active part in politics but history is a witness
that students have come out ultimately to oppose and reject unhealthy
state of affair, whenever needed. History of our freedom movements
also indicates how students played an important role in the freedom
movement. It was only with the active participation of the younger
generation in Indian politics that India could throw colonialism so easily.
The immense strength of students’ unity could easily be seen during
the Historical J.P. Movement. The student’s participation clearly
indicates how they are capable of perceiving political events. For this,
we have to throw a little glance on Bihar Movement laid by Jay Prakash
Narayan. There are two aspects of Bihar movement which must not
escape notice for it. It is these aspects which distinguish this crusade
for a total revolution from other similar agitation and movements. The
first aspect is that it is a movement which was primarily started by
university and college students. Secondly the students were fortunate
enough in that they succeeded in persuading Jay Prakash Narayan to
accept the direct leadership of their movement. Jay Prakash was a
man of national and even international status and was known for his
moral fervor, maturity of thought and keen political insight. Had these
factors, not been taheir, the movement would not have made such
head-way and would not have assume the importance and significance
which it now has as a non-violent or peaceful struggle for complete
transformation as the existing social structure.
*Assit Professor, Deptt. of Psychology J.M. College, Sakari
(Kudra)
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Bihar movement got its inspiration from the students of Gujarat.
The demands of the students of Gujrat were similar to demands of other
states. The student community perceived the hollowness of the Indian
Political system. The rampant corruption right form the head to the bottom
in the Indian Political fabric moved them completely. The credit goes to
the perception of students. And the result was a native wide peaceful
struggle against all that was nasty in the Indian Politics. The student’s
movements under the effective leadership of Jay Prakash Narayan
ultimate won the battle.
In a nut-shell, it can be said educated youth has an intrinsic
capacity to perceive political events in right prospective.
PERCEPTION AND ATTITUDE FORMATION:- As the aim of
this project is to study the attitude of college students towards Indian
Elections, it is essential to throw some light on the theoretical aspect of
relations between socio-psychological variable perceptual fields and
attitude formation. As students of Psychology we are aware of the fact
that socio-psychological factors within the individual influences his
perceptual field and it is thus that is highly responsible for the formation
of the attitude towards certain aspects.
Human motives and adjustment patterns are basic to human
behaviour. Needs, goals, tensions cause an initiate behaviour, but the
content and direction of behaviour is shaped by knowledge and
experience. In fact human beings adjust themselves to their environment
and becomes members of society because they are able to take
cognizance of the vast and varied array of physical and social stimuli
surrounding them. The processes of perception and learning help the
individual’s to organize his behaviour. The social cultural training of the
individual effects and determines his perception.
Perception is usually described as a response to stimuli and
general psychology refers tot he sensory activities of the organism as
determining our perception and knowledge of the external world. Recently
studies in Social Psychology have shown that perception is not longer an
individual phenomenon, the nature of which is determined by the sensory
apparatus receiving impulses from, without but evolves reference to his
motives, attitudes, past experience, expectations and the like all of which
have social implications. Perception is not free from social factors.
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Pepole direct their actions - whether the actions involved
religious ceremonies, wage of earning living, political activities or
violence - in terms of their beliefs and attitude play such a permanent
and seemingly significant role for the individual argues strongly for the
indispensability of belief and attitudes in the analysis of social behaviour.
Behaviour is a dynamic resultant of motivational emotion, perceptual
and learning processes operating simultaneously. Moreover behaviour
is a function not only of the immediately present stimuli and their
momentary perceptions, but of more enduring predispositions. These
higher orders are the enduring organization of perceptual, motivational
and emotional factors known as beliefs and attitudes. A complete
pictures of a man’s beliefs about an attitudes toward various aspects
of his social world will yield highly reliable prediction about his behaviour
in various social situations.
Thus attitudes lie behind many of the significant and dramatic
stances of man’s social and political behaviour. It is for this reason that
many psychologists regards the study of attitudes as the central problem
of social psychology. Kretch and Crutchfield (1948) has defined attitude
“as an enduring organization of motivational, emotional and perceptual
and cognitive processes with respect with respect to some aspects of
the individual’s worl”.
In addition to the various daily needs that an individual atempts
to satisfy and in the course of which he may develop certanin kinds of
beliefs and attitudes, some attention has been paid by psychologists to
the effects of such specific personality test as ultrversion-extravversion
an ascendancy submissiveness and the development of beliefs and
attitudes, Quieter’s study (1947) is the test example of this fact.
Dixter (1939), in examining the extraversion introversion
characteristics of a group of “radical” students, “women” found when
to be more introverted than the total group of students, more self sufficient
and more dominant and to show more feelings of inferiority. She suggests
that because of these personality traits, those women can more readily
adopt beliefs and attitudes that depart on the accepted group norms,
and therefore tend to develop radical beliefs and attitudes.
Election is, thus, a political behaviour and a popular technique of
measuring public opinion in a democracy. Free and fair election is an
important and vital in gradient for a successful democracy. Democracy,
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in true sense of the terms is a government of the people, for the people
and by the people only when elections are held according to code of
conduct. On the contrary, if the elections are unfair and unjust the people
lose their faith not only in the processes of election but also in the
democratic system itself. This is the greatest tragedy of the democracy.
The aim of the present study is to investigate the attitudes of the
young educated men towards our election. Indirectly, this will be an
attempt to investigate the attitudes of students towards the democratic
set-up itself. Through this project, an attempt will also be made to study
some social-psychological and personality factors responsible in the
forming the attitudes in students.
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d`f"k fodkl ,oa rduhdh ifjorZu
MkW0 lq'khy dqekj flag] *
d`f"k fodkl dh [kk|kUu esa vkRefuHkZjrk izkIr djus esa egRoiw.kZ
Hkwfedk jgh gS rFkk ;s vuqeku yxk;s tkrs gS fd Hkkjr viuh vko';drk ls
vf/kd vukt dk mRiknu djrk gS] fdUrq ;g vuqeku lgha ugha izrhr gksrk gS]
D;ksfa d Hkkjr esa [kk|kUu ek¡x mlds orZeku ewY;ksa vkSj tula[;k ds ,d cM+s
oxZ dh fuEu vk; ds dkj.k de gSA ^^[kk| ,oa d`f"k laxBu** ds ,d vuqeku
ds vuqlkj Hkkjr dh 20 izfr'kr tula[;k dks mfpr iks"kkgkj ugha feyrk gS]
vr% ;fn lEiw.kZ tula[;k dks mfpr iks"kkgkj fn;k tk;s rks ;g vuqekfur
[kk|kUu vf/k'ks"k miyC/k ugha gksxkA mYys[kuh; gS fd d`f"k fodkl dk d`".k
i{k ;g gS fd vyx&vyx {ks=ksa] Qlyksa vkSj d`"kd leqnk; ds fofHkUu oxksZa
dk vleku fodkl rFkk izkd`frd lalk/kuksa dk gzkl gqvk gSA iw¡th dh
vi;kZIrrk] voLFkkiuk lqfo/kkvksa dk vHkko rFkk d`f"k mRiknu dh fcØh esa
ck/kk;sa] izfrdwy ewY; O;oLFkk rFkk fuEu ewY; lao)Zu ds dkj.k d`f"k dk;Z
vykHkdkjh izrhr gks jgk gSA mYys[kuh; gS fd tula[;k ,oa izfr O;fDr vk;
esa o`f) ds dkj.k [kk|kUu dh ekax c<+ jgh gS] fdUrq [kk|kUu Qly ds vUrxZr
{ks=Qy esa rFkk [kk|kUu mRikndrk esa o`f) lEHko ugha gks ik jgh gSA
oS'ohdj.k ds nkSj esa vUrjkZ"Vªh; Lrj ij d`f"k dh LFkkiuk ds y{; dh izkfIr
gsrq xzkeh.k {ks=ksa esa fofHkUu izdkj dk rduhdh ifjorZu ykuk ljdkj dk ,d
izeq[k mÌs'; gSA Hkkjro"kZ pw¡fd d`f"k iz/kku ns'k gS] ftldh d`f"k dh O;oLFkk
iqjkuh rduhd ij vk/kkfjr gSA blfy;s Hkkjro"kZ dh izxfrdh dksbZ Hkh dYiuk
rd ugha dh tk ldrh tc rd fd mldh d`f"k dh vk/kkjHkwr rduhd esa
mRiknu c<+kus dh n`f"V ls dksbZ rduhdh ifjorZu ugha fd;k tk;sA loZizFke
Hkkjro"kZ esa 1952 esa tc lkeqnkf;d fodkl dk;ZØe dks ykxw fd;k x;k Fkk
ml le; gh ;g mÌs'; fu/kkZfjr dj fy;k x;k Fkk fd xzkeh.k {ks=ksa dh d`f"k
*vflLVsa V iz k s Q s l j] Hkw x kksy foHkkx] ts- ,e- dkW y s t ] ldjh] dq n jk]
ftyk dS e wj ¼fcgkj½

