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Summary
The role of employment as the principal link through which
economic growth is transmitted to the poor and enable them to overcome
poverty has been increasingly emphasized in the analysis of development
policy in recent years. It is also recognized that there is no automatic
and predetermined relationship between economic growth and employment
and that not all growth is equally employment intensive. Nowadays
increasing attention has thus been directed to measure and look for
ways to enhance employment intensity of growth.
The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) aims at fulfillment of the right to work, as it assures
employment at the household level to individuals, and guarantees a
maximum of 100 days of wage employment in an year. Nevertheless, it
signifies a landmark development in the sense that it highlights the
confidence of the state in its economic capacity to convert justifiable
rights provided in Part IV of the Indian Constitution into justifiable ones.
The NREGA was passed by the Parliament of India in its monsoon
session of 2005. It came into force in 200 selected backward districts of
the country on February 2, 2006, and was extended to 130 more districts
from April 1, 2007 onwards. It has since been extended to all the districts
from April 1, 2008, extending itsuniversal coverage.
Labour Demand, Poverty Reduction and Employment
Human labour is a resource in which the poor are relatively
abundant. They own little physical capital and when they have access
to such capital, it is used as a factor that facilitates the use of their labour
as an asset to supplement their income. Numerous studies have
established that poor households are less able than richer ones to take
advantage of the opportunity of domestic and international migration,
which limits their access to source of income. For the poor, the productive
use of their plentiful factor, labour, is the principal way to overcome
poverty.
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Several previous studies on MGNREGA identified that demand
for labour is highly influential to persondays generated. The jobless growth
of the 1990s, stagnation or even decline in the growth of agricultural
productivity, distressed farmers committing suicide in various parts of
the country and increased migration from the rural to urban areas was
the larger socio-economic contexts of (NREGA). It is also considered
as an attempt to moderate the consequences of economic growth which
has increased income and regional inequality in the reform phase. There
is a constitutional context as well. V.N. Shukla (2008) stress that Article
41 of the Indian Constitution provides a justifiable right to work under
the Directive Principles of State Policy and proclaims, "the State shall,
within the limits of its economic capacity and development, make effective
provision for securing the right to work in case of unemployment."
The MGNREGA is different from the erstwhile schemes in
terms of being a demand driven programme. Hence, efforts have been
made to assess whether the rural employment generation has remained
supply-driven, or has become a demand driven process. The realization
of entitlements and the process and difficulties entailed have also been
examined. It is also important to consider the nature of works undertaken
and the quality of assets created. The other areas that have been examined
in detail include the institutional arrangements, planning process, and
transparency and accountability mechanisms of MGNREGA.
Wage employment and poverty reduction linkage can be analyzed
addressing certain core concerns. One of them is low wage work, especially
in terms of its welfare implications. It increases the survival risks out of
poverty, in spite of a person being employed and working. The relationship
between poverty and low pay is not straightforward, primarily due to
the different definitions and the resulting differences in measurements.
Labour Demand Determinants
The number of total works taken up consists of both public and
private ownership types. In 2013- 14 the total number of person days of
work taken up on ST household's private land holdings is found to be
significantly influencing the creation of jobs as against that on public
work sites. This indicates that for ST households the MGNREGS has
given a significant additional opportunity to find self-wage employment
on own land also thereby to improve the land quality and farm incomes,
both direct and indirect. Whereas such was not the case for SC labourers
being a major weaker section group, covered under MGNREGS. From
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the alongside figure1 it can be seen that the total and women persondays
generated has declined at a rate of 24 percent and 17 percent respectively
from 2009-10 to 2013-14. Whereas, the number of works taken up in
public and private land has achieved more than two fold increase during
the period.
Category of Works
For the sixteen categories of works undertaken in MGNREGA,
the behavior of such activities in 2009-10 and 2013-14 is illustrated in
figure 2. While comparing it can be seen that major progress has been
made in Water conservation & Harvesting, whereas lowest in case of
Flood Control & Protection works and Rural sanitation works show
remarkable progress in 2013-14 compared to 2009-10. On the contrary,
under Rajeev Gandhi Seva Kendras and Rural Drinking Water, Fisheries
seems with mere 32, 12 and 7 thousand numbers of works respectively
and Coastal Areas, Anganwadis and Playgrounds show minimum progress
with close to 2 thousand only. Hence there is a need to make a statistical
analysis of these to find their significant relation with the persondays
generated.
Regression Analysis
A multiple regression analysis has been carried out to investigate
strength of causal association between labour demand determinants as
the predictor and rural labour utilized as dependent variable. As the
study intends to identify the moderating roles of kinds of works taken up
viz. on public land, private land, of persondays generated, these
moderators were grouped by splitting them into specific sub-categories.
Likewise, broadly three categories of works (rural connectivity, renovation
of traditional water bodies, and land development) have been taken into
consideration.
As the results of the correlation analysis suggested that the
predictor or independent variables are significantly correlated, thus the
estimation of the tolerance and the VIF Variance Inflation Factor were
necessary to confirm the collinearity among the predictor variables. For
any statistical analysis there is a confidence interval which covers a
population parameter and to cover a fixed proportion of the population
with a stated confidence there is an interval called "tolerance interval"
with its end points as tolerance limits. Whereas, VIF specifically indicates
the magnitude of the inflation in the standard errors and computationally
it is the reciprocal of tolerance : 1 / (1 - R2). Any value of the tolerance
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less than 0.10 and any value of the VIF more than 10 would suggests
high degree of multi-collinearity among the predictor or independent
variables. The results of the regression analyses of the study indicated
that both the tolerance and the VIF values are within the cutoff points.
For instance, the lowest estimated tolerance was 0.61 and the
highest VIF was 1.63 when renovation of traditional water bodies was
considered as a demand determinant for total persondays generation.
The results for two other categories of works (rural connectivity, land
development) in relation to tolerance and VIF were within acceptable
and suggested values. As collinearity exerts, "…direct effect on the
variance of the estimate" (Mason and Perrault, 1991), so the results
suggest that the independent variables of the study exert acceptable
influence on the variances of the regression estimates when three
categories of works are independently working as determinants.
Among the key determinants of demand for rural labour as
reflected by the total person days generated in the MGNREGA, the
influence of number of persons living below poverty line has been very
significant. This holds true for the base and end years 2009-10 to 201314 considered for study. The poor households are the main beneficiaries
of this demand driven scheme of rural labour market interventions. It
was suggested that if the number of works taken up were to be more,
then the days of work availed by labourers would have been much
more than present levels. Whereas, the number of works taken up in
the scheme does not establish significant relationship with demand for
labour. Thus the presence of constraints to initiate new works seems
not adversely affecting the total labour days created.
Regional Variations
To highlight the regional differences it has been tried to portray
the situation zone /region wise. The type of works taken up and its
effect on the persondays generated in 2013-14 and in particular, within
the low performing states has been analyzed.
Low Performing States
The low performing States based on the average persondays
generated in 2013-14 are in descending order Gujarat, Uttarakhand,
Jharkhand, West Bengal, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and Manipur. Among these states as one
would naturally expect the reason for low work day turn out as that of
non-positioning of works to the advantage of BPL population or because
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the works initiated are not near to the labor households demanding
employment. These outcomes point to the persistence of lack of proper
planning in the awareness creation and in the selection of work sites.
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India's foreign policy : Culture and its
consequences
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Abstract
This paper will focus on India's foreign policy from pre independence
to the present day. It is divided into three distinct sections with impact of
culture and its consequences. It will also attempt to explain the underlying
reasons for these policies, India's initial orientation, and subsequent shifts
that occurred over time. The first section deals with the period from pre
independence to 1962, and India's aspirations evolve: interaction with
international culture and socialization, the second deals India's aspirations
evolve during (1962 to 1991), and the third India's stand After-1991 to
the present. The choice of these seven segments is far from arbitrary.
This brings to the fore the issue of Indian strategic culture and its impact
on shaping Indian foreign and security policy. This chapter examines
the contemporary Indian foreign policy culture and the consequences it
has had on Indian foreign and security policies.
Introduction
Indian foreign policy has been deemed inconsistent.1 During
India's struggle for independence, which India's leaders interpreted as
part of an 'Asian Renaissance' with a dynamic and proactive India at
the helm. A nuclear capacity was additionally regarded as part of this
aim in terms of developing both independent capabilities and national
self-worth. Despite these more forceful approaches that explicitly called
for the world to recognize India's future position, such aspirations
continued to be peaceful, dominated by the understanding 'that powerseeking provokes power-seeking, force begets force'.2
Today, when India wants to shape the international system it
should be expected that its foreign policy will be anchored on a planned
augmentation of the power of the nation as a whole. Some are indeed
suggesting that after years of rejecting power politics and emphasizing
the importance of international norms, India has now 'begun to lean
towards greater strategic realism'.3
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