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Sri Lanka was known to many countries in ancient and medieval times. It
pursued an active foreign policy and established links with many foreign countries. Sri
Lanka is mentioned in Greek and Roman writings dating from the third century BC by
Kalisthenes, Oneskritus, Megasthenes, Strabo, and Pliny. Sri Lanka was included in the
map of Asia, drawn in 150 AD by Ptolemy. The first recorded encounter between Rome
and Sri Lanka took place during the reign of Claudius (41-54 AD) in Rome. Pliny has

described the event.



